Minutes of a Premises Committee Meeting of Watton Town Council held on Tuesday 8
September 2009 at 7.00 pm at Wayland Hall, Watton.

Members Present: Councillor Anderson Councillor J P McCarthy
Councillor Crabtree Councillor L McCarthy
Councillor Harvey Councillor Wassell

Councillor Holmes
Officers Present: Town Clerk - J Seal

Others Present: Councillor Wykes, Dominic Chessum, Eastern Daily Press Reporter and Julian
Horn, Wayland News Reporter

Members of the public: Twenty
24 APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Freeman and Gilbert
25 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

It was agreed by Members that the Minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.
26 SKATEBOARD PARK RESPONSE

The Chairman opened the discussion with a short history of events relating to the Skateboard Park
issues and allowed the public to speak which consisted of residents of Lovell Gardens, youth
organisations and skateboarders.

Comments were mixed with some against the siting of the Park at Lovell Gardens play area stating the
anti social behaviour problems that already exist and their concerns that the young children on the
estate had reservations with older children using the facility.

Other members of the public that were in support of the Skateboard Park with one person stating that
the Council had a duty to provide facilities for the Youth.

It was pointed out by a Member that it was not a statutory duty for a Town or Parish Council to provide
facilities for youth and that it was a statutory duty of Breckland Council to provide recreation facilities
and Norfolk County Council to provide youth facilities and suggested that the public support the
Council in its efforts to obtain better service from both authorities.

The Chairman stated that guidelines had been obtained from Breckland Council Planning Department
and the information received had stated that any facility with wheeled action should have a 100-
200metre separation which both Lovell Garden and Stokes Avenue did not have.

It was agreed unanimously by the committee that the Chairman, Vice Chairman and the Clerk meet
with Breckland Planners to ascertain a suitable piece of land where a Skateboard Park could be sited.



27 URGENT BUSINESS
The changes to the Meals on Wheels service proposed by Norfolk County Council was reported and
agreed that a letter of support for the Luncheon Club be sent to Norfolk County Council stating that the
Council was trying to help improve the existing facility.

28 TOWN MURAL

The Rotary Club had written stating that Martin Anscome would act as their contact with the Town
Council on all reporting and issues relating to Rotary Club business.

29 SPEED ANALYSIS
(Tabled)

It was agreed to defer discussion of the analysis to the next meeting after Members have had time to
peruse the report.

30 PLAYGROUNDS TRANSFER

It has been confirmed by Breckland that the paperwork has been transferred to the asset management
team and that Watton would be the first to be dealt with.

31 COMMUNITY CAR

It is understood from Dereham Town Council that Breckland are looking to change the way in which
they handle their Community Car Scheme. No information has been received by the office.

32 COUNCIL ASSETS
The Chairman stated that the asset register had been reviewed along with ring fenced monies which had
been carried out so as to instigate debate. One Member suggested that costings for the Civic Regalia be
increased to £1000 to take into account work which was needed from time to time.

33 MEMORIAL GARDEN WALL

The Chairman reported that the office was still awaiting costs. The ownership of the wall was discussed
regarding the plan from the original Deed of Gift.

It was agreed that it be recommended to Full Council that the ownership of the wall be looked into by
the Councils Solicitor.

34 WAYLAND HALL REPORT
The Chairman reported that due to recess the report was not finalised.
35 BUDGET 2010/2011

The Chairman asked Members to think of projects which they felt should be budgeted for next year and
bring to the next meeting.



36 EMERGENCY FIRE EXIT

The Chairman reported that the office was still awaiting costs.
37 WEB SITE

A presentation would be given to Members when the web site was complete.
38 COUNCIL OFFICES

It was proposed by Councillor Anderson, seconded by Councillor Harvey

in accordance with Standing Order No 66 and

RESOLVED

That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the
public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw

Discussion took place relating to the valuation of Wayland Hall and Saxon House as an alternative
building for the Council Offices.

The Meeting ended at 8.35pm
JS



