
Minutes of a Environment Committee Meeting of Watton Town Council held on Tuesday 9 June 2009 

at 7.00 pm at Wayland Hall, Watton. 

 

Members Present:   Councillor  Anderson    Councillor Osborn 

   Councillor  Crabtree    Councillor Rudling  

Councillor  Freeman    Councillor Wassell 

Councillor Harvey    Councillor Wykes 

Councillor Ivory     

     

Officers Present:    Town Clerk - J Seal 

 

Others Present: Councillors: Holmes. J P McCarthy and L McCarthy  

   

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

 

Nominations for Chairman were called for  

 

It was proposed by Councillor Wassell and seconded by Councillor Wykes that Councillor Harvey                               

be elected Chairman for the year 2009-20010. 

 

Councillor Harvey was duly elected Chairman for the year 2009/2010  

 

2 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Harvey and seconded by Councillor Crabtree that Councillor Wykes                               

be elected Vice Chairman for the year 2009-20010 

 

Councillor Wykes was duly elected Vice Chairman for the year 2009/2010 

 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

Councillor Wassell declared a personal interest in Item 6c as an allotment holder. 

 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

It was agreed by Members that the Minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record. 

 

5 HORTICULTURIST REPORT 

 

Members agreed that the gardener should be complimented on the display in the town this year. 

 

6 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

6a  Letter from Trefoil Guild which is part of Girlguiding UK requesting that the Council help 

celebrate the centenary by means of a floral planting display depicting their badge. 

 

It was agreed that a letter be sent explaining that the Girlguiding was already being represented in the 

floral displays next year. 

 

 

6b  Two letters of complaint relating to the condition of the Walsingham Gates and  

requesting that they be painted and that the overgrowth be cleared. 

 

It was agreed that the handyman look at the gates to ascertain what maintenance was needed. 

 

6c  Letter from the Allotment Holders at the Thetford Road site requesting that the Council  



consider connecting to the water main by the gate so that the tank is automatically filled. They also request 

that they be allowed to fence off the individual allotments due to a problem with both pigeon and deer eating 

the plants.  

 

The allotment holders have also offered to keep the paths and surrounding area clear. 

 

Members expressed concern over how much money should be spent on the site as it was only a ten-year lease 

and it had been agreed and the allotment holders had been informed that the water tank would only be filled 

on an ad hoc basis. Fencing off of the individual allotments could be done by putting up fruit netting and 

fencing could be looked at in next years budget to prevent the deer from entering the field. 

 

It was agreed that the water connection to the mains would not be possible and potentially cause too many 

problems. 

 

6d  Letter of complaint relating to parking on the Wick Farm Estate. 

 

Some Members reported that parking was a problem at weekends and during school hours and agreed that the 

police be asked to monitor the situation. 

 

Councillor Crabtree reported that Norfolk County Council were looking at the access to the school, which 

could improve the situation. 

 

Members were concerned that work had not started on Merton Road to alleviate the congestion problems. 

 

7 LOCH NEATON MEETING REPORT 

 

Councillor Harvey reported that he had attended a meeting with the resident’s and the Loch Neaton 

Management Committee. Concern was expressed that there was no written agreement between the Council 

and the Loch Neaton Management Committee as to the responsibilities and liabilities of each party. Their 

other concern was the loss of revenue from fishing and the rising costs of insurance. 

 

Members discussed the issues and agreed that Councillors Harvey, Wykes and Osborn should form a sub-

committee to look at putting together an agreement incorporating the help of the tree officer from Breckland 

and the Forestry Commission to give advice on tree maintenance on the embankment and report back to the 

Committee. 

 

One Member suggested that the Loch Neaton Management Committee apply to the Council for a grant. 

 

8 GREEN OPEN SPACE SITES 

 

A map had been received by the office showing all the green open spaces, which Breckland owned, within 

the town. 

Members felt that they should be looking at land for a skateboard park and felt that the map did not indicate 

any pieces large enough and agreed to defer any decision to a more suitable time. 

 

9 MEMORIAL GARDEN PERGOLA 

 

The safety of pergola was discussed. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Rudling and seconded by Councillor Ivory and  

 

RESOLVED 

 

That quotations be sought to remove the pergola and replace the legs. 

 

 



10 CEMETERY MAINTENANCE 

 

It was agreed that a meeting be arranged for Thursday 9 July at 9am. 

 

11 WATER FEATURE REPORT 

 

Councillor Ivory reported that the work on the rock had been started on, the equipment needed had been 

arranged, the safety barriers were ready and 90% of the work would be completed by the end of the following 

week. 

 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Ivory on behalf of the Council for all the work he had done. 

 

12 MEMORIAL GARDEN DAMAGED WALL 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Rudling, seconded by Councillor Anderson 

 

in accordance with Standing Order No 66 and 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public 

interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw 

 

It was agreed to defer any further discussion until the next meeting. 

 

The Meeting ended at 8.20 pm 

JS 


